
 

child restraint appropriate to their weight. 

If the child is over three years old and 

under 12, but less than 135cm in height 

and if seatbelts are fitted in the rear, they 

must also travel in an appropriate restraint 

unless for a short emergency trip (such as 

to a hospital). Over that age and height 

sense to belt up – if there is one. It is still the 

case that if the vehicle is of an age where no 

belts needed to be fitted (before 2007) and 

they were not so fitted, then passengers 

may legally travel without belts.

It was going to be the law by now that 

you could not carry more passengers in 

the rear than there are rear seatbelts fitted, 

whatever the age of the vehicle. But we 

understand that this change was withdrawn 

last year, and the exemption remains on 

all vehicles where an approved belt is not 

‘available’ for a passenger. The regulations 

applying to seatbelts cannot apply to seats 

where no belts are fitted. Therefore, if 

all the belted seats are already occupied, 

then there are clearly no other belted seats 

‘available’ and extra passengers may legally 

travel unrestrained. 

However our advice is unequivocal – do 

not, ever, allow anyone to travel in the rear 

of your motorhome if there is no seatbelt 

for them. It is just too dangerous and you 

might be legally liable in the case of injury. 

It is also known that insurers could reduce 

or even refuse any claim for damages by the 

injured party if they considered you or they 

were acting irresponsibly.  

There is also another law that can be 

used in circumstances where seatbelt law 

may not be appropriate. Construction 

and Use regulation 100 is a clever piece 

of legislation which says you must not 

do anything in a vehicle which might 

involve a danger to any person. So if you 

were silly enough to carry half a dozen 

unbelted people in the back, the police 

could use that to prosecute the driver for 

having an ‘insecure load’ as well fining 

the offending passengers. 

little people
Many of us now sometimes take children 

on our motorhome adventures and the 

additional rules that apply are rather 

complicated (see summary table). You 

cannot carry a child under three years of 

age at all unless they are in an approved 
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Here the seatbelt support is clearly
visible once the backrest cushion
has been removed

Unsecured fi ttings can rip out in an accident

Seatbelt fi xings should always be substantial

Fitting head restraints can prevent neck injuries

 Front seat Rear seat Who is responsible
Driver Seatbelt must be worn if fitted  Driver

Child under 3 years of age Correct child restraint must be  Correct child restraint must be used. If one is not available Driver
 used in a taxi, may travel unrestrained

Child from 3rd birthday up to  Correct child restraint must be  Correct child restraint must be used where seatbelts fitted.  Driver
135cm in height (approx 4ft 5in)  used Must use adult belt in rear seat if correct child restraint not 
(or 12th birthday, whichever they   available except: 
reach first)  • in a taxi; or 
  • for a short distance in an unexpected necessity; or 
  • if two occupied child restraints prevent fitting of a third

Child 12 or 13, or over 135cm  Adult seat belt must be worn if  Adult seatbelt must be worn if available Driver
(approx 4ft 5in) in height available

Adult passengers Seat belt must be worn if available Seatbelt must be worn if available Passenger

Failure to wear a restraint where one is required carries a maximum penalty of £500 per person.  Source: Department for Transport 

A summary of seatbelt law

104 Technical - Seat belts.indd   106 28/1/11   14:11:28


